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New Academic
& Physical
Education
Building Project

CDHY (Washington State Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth) 
Home of the Terriers
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History of the School
The Washington School for the Deaf (WSD) has provided educational and residential services to students with

deafness and hearing loss since 1886. In 2009, with the passage of RCW 72.40.015, the WSD became
operationally connected to the Center for Dead and Hard of Hearing Youth (CDHY) a statewide resource

committed to ensuring all deaf and hard of hearing students in Washington reach their full potential
regardless of where they live or attend school.

To meet their mission and provide effective and engaging learning environments for their students,
CDHY must have facilities that are designed and maintained to enhance the provision of instruction and

services to meet the unique communication, education, and safety needs of children/youth who are deaf
and hard of hearing.
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Old Cafeteria

Boiler House

Old Red Barn/Maintenance Bldg Epperson Building

Divine Hall Hunter Gym

CDHY Campus July 2021

Kastel Building

Lloyd Auditorium

Clarke Hall

Cottages

Northrop Building
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Washington Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth (CDHY) 
Academic & Physical Education Project Three Phases

 
Project Timeline – Phase I

 2000 CDHY began the process to replace the school. 

 Between 2000 and 2010, 4 buildings on campus were deemed unsafe and closed. In 2010 construction of 

      a new Cafeteria & Campus Services (Kastel Building) was completed. 

 September of 2020 CDHY received Supplemental funding approval of $5M for Phase I Demolition 

 July 27th of 2021 an NTP was issued for Phase I Demolition, Design Bid Build
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Old Cafeteria

Boiler House

Old Red Barn/Maintenance Bldg Epperson Building

Phase I Demolition July 2021 
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Phase I Demolition Starts July 27th 2021
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Washington Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth (CDHY) 
Academic & Physical Education Project Three Phases

 
Project Timeline – Phase I & II Overlap

While in Phase I demolition, CDHY & DES continued to pursue the full project funding, Phase II 
Design & Construction of a new Academic & Physical Education Building.
 
 September 2020, along with receiving Supplemental budget approval for Phase I demolition, Phase II Budget request 

      for the new Academic & PE building was also resubmitted as part of Biennium 21-23 budget request.

 January 2022 Phase I Demolition reached Substantial Completion
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End of Phase I February 2022 

Northrop Building

Cottages

Lloyd Building

Clarke Building

Kastel Building

Hunter Gym

Divine Hall 
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Washington Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth (CDHY) 
Academic & Physical Education Project Three Phases

 
Project Timeline – Phase II

 February of 2021, Phase II Progressive Design Build of the Academic & Physical Education Building was approved.

 July 2021 with Phase II approval, RFQ went out in search of a Progressive Design Build Team

• August 2021 Three Short listed firms.

• October 2021 Finalist Team selected, Skanska/Mithun. 

• February 2022 Phase II  Progressive Design Build Team Skanska/Mithun under contract to complete Phase I Design



February 2022 Phase II Progressive Design Build Starts with the selection of Skanska/Mithun team 
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New Hunter Gym

New Divine Hall

New Athletic Fieldl
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Washington Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth (CDHY) 
Academic & Physical Education Project Three Phases

 
Project Timeline – Phase II Challenges

 February 2022 Start of Phase II Design Validation 

 May 2022 Phase II Validation Phase reveals a program deficiency and subsequent $12M budget shortfall 

 August 2022 Phase II is redefined, the team continues design in reaching 35% design. Revised scope by deferring Phase III
      demolition of Divine Hall & Hunter Gym, the build out of the new athletic field and playground & weight room.

 September 2022 Phase III Budget Request Submitted
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Hunter Gym Demolition

Divine Hall Demolition

Phase III

Playground

Weight Room & Classroom



DeafSpace Foundations & 
Design—
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• Open Campus
• WSD Identifiers
• Gym as Public 

Magnet
• Library and 

Academic 
Adjacency

• Struggle with 
Entry -  
Locations and 
Presence





DeafSpace



Building Layout 
Circulation + Connectivity

1.3.2 Nodes   

1.3.3 Eddies 

3.1.7 Circulation Dimension + Design  



Ambient Conditions 
Natural Light 

4.2.2 Wash Surfaces with Light

4.2.5 Light Shelves 



Ambient Conditions 
Acoustics 

5.1.1 Sound Reverberation

5.1.2 Equipment Noise

5.1.3 Background Noise 2017 ICC Accessibility Standard: A117.1 
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Washington Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth (CDHY) 
Academic & Physical Education Project Three Phases

 
Project Timeline – Phase II & III Overlap

 3/2023 Phase II GMP 35% Design is Reached

 6/01/2023 Groundbreaking Ceremony

 7/2023 Phase III Construction budget approved a revised GMP $52.8M and Substantial Completion date of 3/19/2025

• Phase III Revised scope of work added back demolition of Divine Hall & Hunter Gym, and completion of athletic 

      field, playground and weight room  
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Mass Timber Design—



Academic 
Wing

PE Wing

Structural Systems

Tilt up Concrete

Steel

Steel

Mass 
Timber

Steel + Wood



STRUCTURAL BONES MECHANICAL SYSTEM

EXTERIOR ENCLOSURE INTERIOR FLEXIBILITY

KIT-OF-PARTS

There is a 
growing body of 

research that associates
biophilic spaces with 
student health and 
cognitive benefits.

+
By combining timber 

technology and growing
biophilic research, we can 

Build Better Schools.
=

Emerging mass
timber technology is
positively impacting
the way we design

and construct 
buildings.

BUILDING BETTER SCHOOLS

Designing with Mass Timber



Mass Timber System - shear



Mass Timber Details w/ Contractor Input



Mass Timber Details w/ Contractor Input



Utility Routing



Construction Means—







Collaboration within the trades is critical
With Mass timber construction

Challenges of protecting the timber 
while constructing



A benefit of Mass timber 
construction is it goes up 
quickly
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Thank 
You—
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