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What’s Included ?

This rule applies to power-operated cranes 
and derricks used in construction that can 
hoist, lower and horizontally move a 
suspended load (with or without 
attachments). Such equipment includes, but 
is not limited to:



Mobile Cranes



Rough-Terrain 
Cranes



Hydraulic Boom Truck Cranes



Carry-Deck Cranes



Lattice Boom Truck Cranes



Crawler Cranes



Tower Cranes 



Articulating Boom Cranes

Operator certification 



Derricks



Dedicated Pile Drivers



What’s Excluded ?

The following equipment is exempt from
Annual Crane certification

&
Operator Certification



Exempt 

Mechanic’s 
truck when 

used for 
equipment 

maintenance 
or repair 

work



Certification Not Required 

Cranes with 
a maximum 
capacity of 
one ton or 
less.
Service 
trucks with 
booms that 
rotate 
manually



Power Shovels



Excavators



Backhoes



Telehandlers / Forklifts



Machines with booms that 
are limited to up & down 
movement only and does 
not rotate

Pump hoists 
with booms 
that do not 
rotate



Conveyors



Crane & Operator Certification Not Required 
When…..

Used in manufacturing facilities or powerhouses 
while used in routine maintenance and repair work



Crane Certification 
Requirements

Mobile   Articulating   Overhead  Derricks  *Tower

Annually  Inspection  

Certification

Proof Load Test:
*annual  certification
after each assembly 

jumping, etc.)   



Certification Requirements

Quadrennial Proof Load Test / Annual 
Inspection

Crane Components, such as Boom Sections, 
Back Mask Sections, Luffing Booms, Jibs, 
Jib Sections 



Additional Tower Crane 
Certification Requirements

Annual Inspection, Certification, & Proof Load Test
&

Tower cranes and tower crane assembly parts must 
be inspected by the crane certifier, prior to 

assembly and following erection of the tower crane, 
after each climbing operation, or reconfiguring the 
boom, jib, or counterjib before placing the crane in 

service.



Crane 
Certification



Accredited 
Construction 
Crane Certifiers

Currently
57

Certifiers

Mobile 54
Tower 16
Articulating 35
Overhead 32

http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/AtoZ/Cranes/files/ConstructionCraneCertifiers.pdf

http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/AtoZ/Cranes/files/ConstructionCraneCertifiers.pdf


Crane / Component
Identification Sticker

7 0 5 4 3 2 1

Sky-High Cranes INC.
Morr-Gra

Sky-High # 42
Boom Tip

04191952 G-M
57 M-G C



Temporary certificate 
of operation.
Accredited crane certifiers will issue a 
temporary certificate of operation if upon 
inspection and load proof testing no 
deficiencies were found that would affect the 
safe operation of the crane. 
WAC 296-155-53114 (1) 

A copy of the crane worksheet, completed by 
the accredited certifier will act as a temporary 
certificate of operation until the annual 
certificate of operation is issued by the 
Department.

The temporary or annual certificate of 
operation must be posted in the operator's cab 
or with the operator's manual. 
WAC 296-155-53114 (7) 



Annual 
Text/Examination 

Certificate 
Certificates of operation issued by the 

department under the crane 
certification program established in 

this section are valid for one year from 
the effective date of the temporary 
operating certificate issued by the 

certified crane inspector. 

The annual certificate of operation 
must be posted in the operator's cab 

or with the operator’s manual

WAC 296-155-53114(7) 



Certified Construction Cranes

§ Certified Cranes 1456  
§ Mobile 1195 
§ Articulating 178 
§ Tower 51 
§ Derrick 1 
§ Overhead 31 

» 3/19/2010



Construction Crane Operators

Qualifications & Requirements



Operator Qualifications & Certification
§ The crane operator must:

§ Have  a valid crane operator certificate, for the 
type of crane to be operated, issued by a crane 
operator testing organization accredited by a 
nationally recognized accrediting agency; and           

§ Has crane hours of experience ; and

§ Passed a substance abuse test conducted by a 
recognized laboratory.

» WAC 296-155-53300(1)(a)



Accredited Crane Operator Testing 
Organizations

§ National Commission for the Certification of 
Crane Operators (NCCCO) http://nccco.org/

§ Crane Institute of America Certification (CIC) 
http://www.craneinstitutecertification.com/

§ National Center for Construction Education 
and Research (NCCER) http://www.nccer.org/

§ Operating Engineers Certification Program 
(formerly the Southern California Crane & 
Hoisting Certification Program)
http://www.iuoe.org/Training/Local12Training/tabid/141/Default.aspx

http://nccco.org/
http://www.craneinstitutecertification.com/
http://www.nccer.org/
http://www.iuoe.org/Training/Local12Training/tabid/141/Default.aspx


Crane Operator 
Qualification Requirements

•Crane operators must recertify at least 
every 5 years



Crane Operator Testing Originations

National Center for Construction 
Education and Research

National Commission for the 
Certification of Crane Operators

Crane Institute of America Certification

Local 12, The International Union 
of Operating Engineers. 



Crane Operator Certification Card 



Crane Categories and Types
LBT- Lattice Boom Truck Crane 

LBC- Lattice Boom Crawler Crane

TLL- Large Telescopic Boom Crane (Swing Cab)

TSS- Small Telescopic Boom Crane (Fixed Cab)

TOW- Tower Crane

OVR- Overhead Crane 



Lattice Boom Cranes
Truck Mounted       Crawler



Large Telescopic Boom 
Crane (Swing Cab)



Small 
Telescopic 

Boom Crane
(Fixed Cab)



Articulating      
Cranes

Note: NCCCO has 
completed written and 
practical exams for 
articulating cranes.



Derrick 

Derrick 
Operators 

must have a 
Lattice Boom 
Certification



Tower Cranes
Hammerhead Luffing Self-Erecting



Crane Operator Hours 
of Experience

Table 1



Crane Related Safety Inspections

43 Safety Inspections



The New Construction Crane Rule

Crane rule status 
•Phase One:

Crane Certification
Crane Certifiers
Operator Qualifications

•Phase Two:
Similar to the OSHA Proposal
Training, Assembly/Disassembly,
Signals, Inspections, Maintenance, 
Operations………………



Questions?

Contact: Larry Markee
(360) 902-4553 

Mala235@lni.wa.gov

mailto:Mala235@lni.wa.gov

